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FILE DESCRIPTION 


SUBJECT Adam Clayton Powell. Jr. 


FILE NUMBER _HQ__100-51230 


VOLUME NUMBER 4 


\G3 pages 


Federal Burean of investigation — 
United States Department of Justice 
-. Sew York 7, Bew York 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
KE ASF 


Director, ¥.3.1, DATE mi 


(Negro Weekly Bewspaper) 
INTERNAL SECURITY . 6 


Jane 8, 1943, 


Dear Sir: 


Mnclosed are clippings taken from the above entitled nevse- 
paper ef May 29, 1943, : 


Your attention is particularly called te the clipping 
entitled "A Plea From Africa's Combat Zone®, which is a letter to the 
B4iter of this paper from Opl, Jehn hall, 26th Quartermaster 
Regiment. This letter indicates that Corporal Marshall is now on 
duty everseas and he points out instances of Giscrinination which 

 wery probably, if read by some young selectee, may affect his 
willingness to be inducted into the Armed Services of %his Country. 
Consideration should be given to presenting this to the Orininal 

. Bivision ef the Department of Justice for an epinien as to whether 


er not the publication of such article falle within the viclatien of 
the Sedition Statute. | 


In the future clippings of iaterest pertaining to negre 
activities ani Communist activities will be taken from this publica- 
tioca furnished the Bureau, 


Very truly yours, 


FirstLady 
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them. Regardless of how the Borough Presidents vote those three can put 
thru southernism in WN. Y. C. 

1F THE METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE POLICY GOES THRU IT 
WILL BE DUE TO THE VOTES OF FIORELLO LAGUARDIA, JOSEPH MC- 
GOLDRICK AND NEWBOLD MORRIS. 

This will be a stab in the back to democracy. it can not go thru unless 
the Metropolitan Life in its covenant with the city specifically states i will 
occept Negro people. 

WE ARE NOT GOING TO ALLOW AMERICAN FASCISTS TO BUILD 
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Stanley leaacs and | hove introduced in City Council a law to fore- 
stall this but it looks like the powers-to-be will put @ “bum’s rush” on the 
Boord of Estimate when it convenes Wednesday, June 2d. The only thing 
that con be done now in such short time, is to let the members of the Boord 
,0f Estimate know that their political future is sealed and doomed as for 
@s the Negro voter is concerned if they become members of JIM CROW, 
INCORPORATED. However, in the Boord of Estimate three men—LaGuor- 
dio, McGoldrick, Newbold Morris—contro! the mojerity of votes betwee’ 
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“FOR THIS WE FIGHT” — 
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ARTIN DIES hos offered to abolish his committee. The reason stated et a ne eee ae 
ls that since Moscow has dissolved the Communist international allowed Socio! Justice to 
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SAVE OUR SOLDIERS COMMITTEE OF 7 
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invites You te a 


| MONSTER PARADE & RALLY 
__. SUNDAY, MAY 30th, 1943 


i 40 SPM. 


7 | Julius Adams and Others =. 
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WAR DEPARTCHNT 


Militar Intelligence Service 
Washington 


JUN 14 1943 
Subject: Letter of Transnittal. 
Tos Honorable J. Bdgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


United States Denartment of Justice, 
Washington; D. C. 


The attached communications are forwarded for aout dnfo rma—) 


tion and such action as vou consider advisable, 


For the Chief, Hilitary Intelligence Service: 


“ 


Loma 


L. R. FORNEY : 
Colonel, Generel Staff Corps, 


Asst. Exccutive Officer, NIS. 


Enclosures: 


. 


© “SONFIBENTL® | 
COMSISEXTTAT, 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD SERVICS COMMAND 
UNITED STATES ARMY 
Office of the Director, Intelligénce Division 
Standard 011 Building, Baltimore, Maryland ~ ‘* 
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SUBJECT: POWELL, ADM CLAYTON, JR. (DR.) (a.k.a. a _ arros, wa, : 
CLayroN (Rv.), SLAYTOW A.) ae, 


a 


SUlkiARY OF IhFORMAT 10u: 


On Thursday, april 29, 1943, Informant attended a + abies 
sponscred by the Bitizens Committee of the 30th Ward heli at the Varick 
a.k.=. Zion Church at 19th and Catharine Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, to witness en adiress given by the Reverend .t. CLAYTON POWELL, JR. 
of New York City, and to ascertain information concerning tho REtivi tics 
of the Citizens Committec of the 30th Ward. 

The mecting was opened by JOHN ARIS, former momber of the 
Penrsylvania Stete Legislature ani at present o-roal estate dealer in -° 
this city in thc absence of Dr. JGEN LeNRICE, prosident of tho North’ 
Philadelphia Civic Leagus. ‘The invocetior was givon by the Rovsrand = - 

“ZULLE2 of the Varick AME. Zion Church, ‘after —- BAPEIS eskod the” 
audience to join in and sing famorica™. cor 
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At the conclusion of the aii of eieohen? Dr. RICE inline 
and presided over the mecting, first introducing the provious speakor, 
JOEN HAPRIS. In introducing E.RRIS, RICE gave crodit to HiRRIS for tho 
birth of tho. Citizons Committe > of tho 30th Ward, wheroupon HARRIS ecvo 
a dissertation rcegariing the formation of the Citizons Committco; citing 
instances whcrobdy the Nesro in the 30th Yard had boon discriminstod 7 
against with roenrd to political reprosontation. HARRIS stated that 22,000 
Nogroes rcsiding in the ZOth Ward had electcd a Yhito porson as the ward 
Josder of this ward in spite of the fect that only 5,000 White persons. 
fesidcd in this warc, further stating that not only aia the Republiccn 
committeomen who vere supposed to be the yvopresentatives of ‘their con- ~~ 
stituents in the imuediate districts select a White ward chairman, “but the 
Democratic committeemon in the 30th Gard had olected a White ward chair- 
manolso. HakRIS further citoi instancos whoroby the Nopro had doen 
representstior ond stated that tho purposo of the Citizens Committop was 
to eradicetc cand forover oliminate bhite leadorship, further stati:ag that 
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tho dry had come whon Negrocs shoul 4 have thoir own 

euch representatives responsible to no one but the poo 

HARRIS at this point citod a case whcroby a Nagro committe 
in'one of the local buroaus had requostod the ‘hite ward 1: 
eode for him on behalf of his not receiving the samo wago as’. 
’ persons with whom he was working, in spite of the fact that he 


. White ward leader) would not intorcede for this Nogro bocausc he: wae 2 
type Negro who stood on the corner of the 30th Wnrd and advocated Hegre - 


leadership in preference to White londership. Theroforo, this white 2 2 4 | 


ward leader rofusod to holp the Nogro committcoman simply bocause ho 
(tho Negro committooman) was tirod of boing discrininated —— and 
had complained regarding an injustice. 


HARRIS further reviered the conditions in the 30th Terd and 
statod thet the menmbdors of the Citizons Committoo hand given thoir timo 
and money in an offort to unito the Negroes so that thoy might cone to~ 
gether os a body and help to cradicate tho white leadership in an on 
Geavor to have their own reprosentetives and Nogro loaders. 


Following HARRIS’ addross, RICZ introduced the colestisl choir 
which consisted of approximatcly 22 persons who rondorod two vocal scloc- 
tions, after which RICE gavo a dissortation on tho discrinination exer- 
cised against the Negro in tho polico and fire bureaus of this city, and 
the fact that the Nogro fire houso located et 10th and South Streets, 
Philadelphia, was over-manned by four persons becauso tho Thite leadors 
of the city of Philadelphia rofused to have nixed fire housos. 


RICs stated another instance rogariing tho discrimination 
against Nogroos wheroby ho refvurred to.the Nasgro elovetor operators om 
ployed by the City of Philadolphia ovor a long poriod of tize end in 
spite of tho fact that thoir omploynont as olcvator oporators had bo 
satisfactory, no degro had becn olevated to the position of an elevptor 
startor. RICE continued, citing otaor instancos concorning tho 
ination of Nogrocs in the municipal govornnont, aftor which h 
duced THEODO PAULDING, prosidont of the local brarch of the 
Association for the Advancenont of Colored People. SPAULDING spoke on 
tho nved for unity anong Negroes, not only in the Wth ward, but also 
among Nogroes throughout the city of Philadelphia and the netion, stating 
that for the past 30 years, tho N.i.4.C.P. had boen doing a ronarknblo 
jod fighting tho couse of Nogroes both locally and nation-lly, and only 
through thoir efforts have the Negroos boen able to counteract tho dis- 
criminatory practices against then to a certain dogroe. SPAULDING urgod 
@ach person present to support the movruncnt on hand relative to the organ 
4sing of the Nogroes in the city of Philadelphia, stating that only 
through unity and organization will the Yogro ‘succeod in ascertaining 
his equal rights and opportunities. | 
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SPAULDIIG further stated that the X.A4-A.C.P. had deen responsible 
for tha integration of Hogroes into many places which had heretofore beon 
barred to persons of color. In concluding, SPAULDING urgo4 each porson 
to: work in bohalf of the N.4.4.C.?. during thoir membership drive ovor 
the next 30 drys ani urge’ them to send in suggestions to the local head 

vartors at 16th and Lombard Streets, commenting on whether .or not they | 
tho poople) thought that the M.AA.C.P. was —— tion devias® $0 break 
Gown discrimination and segrogation. | 


At the conclusion of SPAULDING'S ebltees. lie. oitertia: choir 
rendorcd two othor vocal seloctions, after which RICE introducod ef 
— speaker of the ovening, tho Reverent A. CLAYTON — 


POWELL, in his oponing ronarks , stated that his subjoct: ents 
be "Tozay's Negro ané Tonorrow's Vorl4", stating, in substance, that we 
(moaning the poople) are on the threshold of a new world — a new era. 

That ve are fighting and aro going to continue to ficht so that our future 
generations wil) enjoy the privila ses which we do not enjoy. That it will 
be hard to succood but it was no longor up to tho people of Anorica to 
decide, as this world conflict had made the com:on people, the masses, of 
the whole world cognizant of the change that is taking place. That in this 
mew cra the people of Iniisa will not be setisfied with the imperiulistic 
government of England, and when we speak of tho Four Froedons, the messes - 
ané the common people moan to got thoir Freodon. That only throush 
fighting nnd unity can we, as — hopo to maatie fresion end 
—— 

That’ what reflocts azainst ‘tho Nozro in the 20th kard roflects 
against the. Nocro in Fhiladelphia, the Jogro in Now York, tho Negro in 
Mississippi and all of the Black people throughout the world, That the 
Yellow pecple of Chin. also realize, to, that ‘they must bo included in 
this new cra. — ae 3 oo 


iy, 


: At thie point, PO.LL rolatod the prigross of: tho ili dn Naw 
York City as conparei to the lackadinisical disinterested attitude of ‘tho 
Begro in Philadelphia, citing o8 an oxanple the fact that Philndclphia 
hos twico as sany Negroes as ilow York and Chicago in proportiot to the 
population; that in Ncw York the Negro camprised 6.2% of the population; 

6.8% of tke population in Chicago and 13.2” of the population in 
Philadelpkin, yet in New York City, ths Yezroos h-ve ono city mavistrate 
paying $10,00C. a year, ono donostic court judgo, ono goncral’ sessions : 

+ eoprt judge, five district attorneys, two police lieutenants, anc police 
eammissioner, nine police sorgoants, five court assenblymen, five pas. 
attorneys, five serbors ™n the college faculty, mixod schools, high 
schoo] principals and 23% of the nurses in tho city “hospitel aro Borroes. 

That Hew York has sevon full district Democrat Nogro lesders, two —. 
\ district leaders, two Anorican lcbdor gerty district lenders. . | 
A co-loadors. While in Philadelphic, where the population of the ae 
egro } roximately 275,000 persons, there was not ones Hersro on the - 
police tzont in a positior over e patrolman. That Philadelphia 
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which has the distinction of having tho nost beautiful park 

had 1000 park guards, nono of whon wore Nogroos. That Fhil 

segregated schools, no nixod faculties, n> high school t: 

g@chool principals; that four Mogrocs having PED Degroos vere st eg 
teachin= in the elementary schools in spite of the fact that you hore ono , 

Begro as a nevbder of tho Board of Education. (At this point, POURLL aado ~ 

@ose sort of gesture which made the auiionce laugh.) ‘That Philadelphia 

hab 49 juiges, none of whon wore Bogroos, two assistant district attorneye - —— 
which had nover prosccuted a caso in the courts of Philadelphia; a Thite : 
press thet is permitted to emoar the Nogro in Thiladelphin with stories 


concerning the initiation of crime and # Nogro press that dovs — 
about it. 


POWELL, at this point, told of how tho Peoples Comitteo of 
New York City had stertud with a group of 70 Negrocs in an effort to 
pleco SZogro bus drivers on the buses of the city of Now York, ani aftor 
canvessing, re ep ey walkine through tho snow and rain, haa becn suc~ 
cossful in corrallinz thousanis of Negroes tozethor at a mass moeting 
held in the Maiison iqunre Garden which resultod in the placonont of . 
Necrocs as bus drivers on the buses in the city of New York.’ 


POWSLL further rolated instances comporing then with the No-ro 
districts of Philstelphic whercby in ench Negro district of New Yerk City, 
_ Begroes were the leaders and statcd that in any Yegro UAstrict of Now 
"York City that ha’ as nuch as a 51% population, a Nogro was not 2 co 
leader, but a leater. Further stating, that a‘white person couli not 
win any clection in any Nogro district in Now York City without the sup- 
port and approval of the Nogroos in that district. 

At this point, POWELL donounccd such national losdors as DIES 
and other mombers of his comittss, CONNELLY of Texas and other Southerners 
stating that theses nun ani othor "cr..ckors" wore doing everything in their 
power to hamper the progress of the Nugroecs in this country and see that 
tho Negro would nover have an oqual opportunity; that nen of this typo are 
Fascists end now was the tine for tho Negroes ani the nassos to rise up 
and olininate this Fascist forn of governnont. Furthor stating that on 
the strects of rhiladelphia, New York City ani the streets of Mississippi, 
there is a new man, a now Negro, tho couron man, who is not willing to 

sit back and bo continuously discrininated agninst, segrezted ani tenied 
opportunities, but that he was willing to fight and work and 40 overything 
in his power to seo that he gets an oven break in this country. That the | 
day of tho "handkerchief head" Uncle Ton Nogro, such as existed in tho 
tine of slavery when there wero two typos of Negroes — one tho houso 
Negro and the other the ficld Negro,wes s thing of the past, that the 
only differonce botween s house Negro an2 a fiold Negro was that tho 
bouse Bagro got to the garbage pail quicker than the field Necro. That 
the house Negro never amounted té6 anything or contributed anything to tho 
causo cr the progress of the Wozro; that the field Negro, as HARRIET 
TRUMAN, SOJOURNER TRUTH, BOOKER T. WASHIKGTON, GEORGE “ASHINGTON CARVER 
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ani cthers wore the only Fegroes who hai sacrificed and fought for equal 
opportunities for their people. That the Black pecplo in all of the 
countries throuzhout the world are aware of tho unfair attitudes of the 
White man in his efforts to dominate the Black and Yellow peoplo of the 
‘ world ani that the day has cme when the common ordinary man, the masses, 
ero rising up to refute this domination. That Russia was the only country 
fn thc world today where a Black men and e Jow ani all other peoplos hai 
equal opportunities. That the people of Britain an4 America infer that 
Russia is Compunist, but that is not true, because tho poople of Russia 
have discardcd the teachings of STALIN and LENIN. eas aa ee 

That the people of Africa, of China and of biteds are. a part of 
this new world as Wondoll Willkie stated in his new book "One World", the 
masses an? tho common peoplo of the whole world are rising up decauso 
they will not bo satisfied tc livo under the sane conditions as they did 
prior to this War; that if the common people are not liborated, tke 
masses of pecple, the connon man, will rise up throughout the world. 


: POWELL further stated thut a lot of people wanted to so0 a 
short War, but if a short War neant the continuation of the sane condi- 
tions that oxist todas, he would like to see a long War. In fact, hc 
G@id not care how long the War lastod, stating that a new world was boing 
born as o result of this wer and that all that tho people want is one 
peace, one organization, one londership, ons fight and one victory, bo 
it Black or White, Jew or Gontile, Baptist or Protestant, Indian or 
Anericen, Denocretic or Ropablicen, Laborer cr Professional, Politician 
or Proscher. That tho poople, the masses, tke common people, wero look 
ine for a true loaderstip. 


POWELL, at this point, mve c dissertation rornriing the rela- 
tionships existing between England and India, China and Ancrica, including 
the people of Africa stating it is the will of the masses and of the people 
that if this bar is won they will not be content in sitting idly by and | 
permitting a false troaty to be drawn up because if they do not get justice 
as a result of this War, then wo night as woll proparo for Yorld War ‘III. 
because it was the failure of the Versailles Treaty that genve dirth to 
Mussolini an* Hitlor, but at tho conclusion of this War, when, if it 
comes, thcro will be no failur> of a peaco conferonco, because tho people, 
the common men, will not tolerate it ani if fairnses is not doalt out to 
@ll the people, then it will bring World War III. 

Pes POWELL urged each person present to do everything in his power 
oes ‘xisure thea Citizons Committoe of success iz their efforts in fighting 
for Necro leadership so that their fight would not be in vain and urged 
 @hem to continus to fight and to sacrifice in an endeavor to sce that the 
Begro not only has represontation ir Philadelphia, but to continuc to 
‘ight @p that whon the Black and Brow: boys aro now fighting across the 
waters an return, they will return ts 8 ee which they will ‘enjoye . 
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Phat these boys whon they roturn will not be content with the 

ditions under which they lived and that this new man wh? walks 

of today will not be sntisfied unloss he has oqual opportuniti r 

in this now man there will bo a now world created, a werld crea Led ‘ho a 
masses} the common Peopl ce _—! a" 


. In concluding, FOWELL stated, "It is better to dic fips 
for yuteom than to live in Slavery. " 


:. Informant observed approximately 1100 porsons present, sili ae 
ing of ‘the average porson, and who apparently rosided in the 30th Ward or nt 2 
Wards adjacent to this district. Judging from the exprossions of the. _ bie, oe 
people leaving thc mooting, FOWELL instilled in their minds food for 

thought. Throughout the addross, the audience applauied enthusiastically 

and rose fren thoir seats both at the beginning and at the ccnclusion of 

his adéress. A number of persons made romorks in tke audioncas suck as, 
®"Your're ragee" "Toll thom", etc. 


ist tached heretS, under Exhibdit 1, is @ copy cat a lcoaflet 2is— 


tributed at tho mosting and at the churchcs in the 30th tard pricr to 
this mneoting. 


Ms. Tolron..... .... 

Mr. LC. A. Tmsan ... 

obo GHOBS .ccce 

| oor. OSavin ..... % oi 

| i LUPE. vnnwes ots 
WAR IRPARTYENT ) Bcr. chele ..... 

Kilitary.Intelligence Service 


Washington - 
JUN 18 1943 


Subject: Letter of Transmittal. 


Tos The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, ees 2 ere | 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, S asad Cow's. .... 0s. 
United States Department of Loveturbae, Filve . 


Washington, D. C. a : 
The attached communications are forwarded for your ifforma- 


EE 


tion and such action as you consider advisable. 


For the Chief, Wilitary Intelligence Service: 


L. R. FORNTY, 
Colonel, General Staff Corps, 
Asst. Executive Officer, MIS. 
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|“ Sabject: EDITORIAL in GER ROPIE’S VOOR, «9 
| Negro Newspaper ef wer s te a 
‘Seunery of Information: | ; 


Poople’s Veice, Hegro ee issue ef May ons. 1048; ‘i 


RITLENISU ot CAMP STENARE in GEORGIA MIST BE FOU!" 


Fre situation fecing the moncamissioneé officers of 
the Sé9th in Gump Stevart, Georgia, is extremely serious. 
It hes already developed into ea moat ditter eonflist 
between Southernism en¢é the Rew Segro. 
fhe Sé69th is mot just anther group of sadlidiers. They 
are better trained than the majority of their white 
emi Megro brethern in the armed ferees. There is not 
en enti-aireraft group enywhere thet is their ap rier. 
They are the pri@ of Herles. Tere are theusands ef 
friends emf relatives in New York Gity who are persen-— 
ally interested in their welfare, Shee mon have not 
veen getting the best deal. 
Zt hes been suggested in came quarters thet they be 
‘moved from Oamp Stewart. Teo m this wuldact solve 
the problem. To me the only solution ef the problem 
woul’ be to Dunceratize Camp Stevar$. Jt is not the 
men Of the S69th who need te be imvestignted but the 

. @ffieials ef Gump Stewart. 
Azmy life is not an easy life and there em be mo 
guerantee of ereature ecmfortse, either et hem er 


a - @broed. Yet, on the other hand, BLACK FIGHTING MEN 
| Previous Distribution: | 
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AX: INIT PT) BM SA's) I-C OR Ne LEsseeHutT 
QUIT. FITZ: MR CIV, They are entitjed to 
@quel facilities, ©.uel trestamnt ani the guarentes 

ef the best peesible health standerds. Asepriing . 
to the hunircdsof letters that ave pouring in Cece 


blec: en* whit senver of this besperecy. It & 

lay hesvy on the ponseience ef 4merica. Thete oem be 

BD full vietory until Get eampeiense is purged. As 

— pesire steps mast ve Gelen ané taken imied iste—- 
. 

This ia the ener efvies ef enc who knows intinstel 

@hc hearts end min‘e of the mssate of 

fig. .in> *¢ bone end abroad. We repeat again: “8% GAN- 

WOT DFAiT ITLL R abROsD AW- L<P WIPLERI WG UP 

DO Tt: STR ET: OF anda. ae ‘ 
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Res OsortE's VOICE (Negro weekly newspaper) 
° INTERNAL SECURITY - C . ~ ° 


Dear Sirs. 


ocleeed are clippings of interest taken from the shove pub- 
lication of dune § and 12, 19436 


Your attention is called to the elipping entitled "Soldier's — 
letter Reveals Abuses" in which a soldier, whose name is not disclosed, 
purportedly writes the People's Voice protesting racial abuses to hin a 
other negro soldiers in southern camps. Attention is also directed to the 
clipping entitled "More Beefs From Soldiers" in which a Negro soldier, 
name not disclosed, writes the People's Voice protesting acts of discri=- 
dination and segregation at Camp Forest, Tennessee. 


Of the dune 5th issue also enclosed, attention is called to 
the clipping reporting a Brooklyn rally condeaming Jim Crow in Georgia 
Hell Hole® where former members of the 369th Coast Artillery are stationed 
et Comp Stewart, Georgia. 


Among dune 12th's clippings enclosed, your attention 4s directed 
to an article written by RICHARD SHANNON entitled "Mississippi Sheriff Kills 
Soldier; Asks Negro Regiment Moved North" in which he claims the tax rulers 
ere drumming up mob violence against Negro soldiers at Camp Van Dorn and 
the killing of ea Negro private, name not —— by Sheriff WHITTAKER at 
Centerville City. 


it is reported that the publication of such instances in the 
People's Voiese tends to cause considerable conversation among Negro ele- 
ments end Commnistically dominated groups concerning discrimination in 
the South and in the armed forces which apparently results in the reluctance 5 


ef Hegro indactees toward entering the armed services. . 


A eopy of the enclosed is being retained in the files of 
Hew York Office and in the future, clippings of interest from this publi- 
pane BO Sumndenes Ce SeveRye 
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{ thite Sailor Scores Poll Tax 
From Gallery Seat in House 


WASHINGTON (FP)—The House was electrified, 
May 25, during the hottest part of debate on HR 7, Vito 
Marcantonio’s (ALP, NY) bill repealing the poll “4 


when a young sailor stepped out on a gallery ledge and said, 
“Mr. Speaker, I speak for the thousands who can’t 


j 


PEOPLE'S VOICE 
June 5, 1945 


#EOPLE’S COMMITTEE “' 


\7O MEET IN CORONA . 
The Corona Branch of the 
People’s Committee epon- . 
, sored a public rally and 
' meeting, Tuesday, June 1, | 


‘ at 8 pm., at the Corona 
Congregational Church, 
88-15 102 st., Corona. FEOPLE'S VOICE 
The meeting outlined i? June 5, 1945 
plans for future community | 
organization and welfare. 
ev. Adam Clayton Powe 
f the New York = 
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All anrane?" Tt CONTAINED 
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Leader Bruce opposed - : 
By New Carver Club 


| Joe Ford, president of the newly formed Carver Demo- 
cratic Club in the Zlst Assembly District, last week bitterly 
denounced the Herbert Bruce opposition for its 
that Ford’s club was supporting a white candidate for 
leadership, and predicted Bruce’s loss of leadership. 
Mr. Ford in an interview® 
at the Carver Club, 2888 7th 


vocates for Negro leader- 
p, Adam C. Powell and Dr. 


‘Asked why the new club 
had been formed, Ford said: 
“Bruce the 


‘wating a petition for a County 
Committee of . its 
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Reveals Abuses 


According to the following let- 
oir t 494th Port Battalion is 
in a hell hole down in New 


Orleans. 
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\MWORD-BEEFS FROM SOLDIERS—that can put the pressu. fon Bown 


Sir: I haw: besn a reader of 
. \your mewapaper for quite sume 
|time, even though I have been in 
‘the. army. I had read several 
stoiies of segregation ef Negro 
troops on gevernment reserva- 


in Washington to several fellows 

so that they can write. That ad- 

Gress I secured from your 
Respectfully, 
A Soldier 
(Name emitted 


tions, but not anti] I arrived at 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee, did I 
realize just how bad it is. 


My unit is a very good one and 
fm turn is one of the very few col- 
ered artillery outfits and also pos- 
albly the only one with al) eolored 
officers. : 

At Camp Forrest we were de- 
rately segregated in the thea- 
and erdered to vacate our seats 

we sat im other sections—by 
a and white MP units. Bome 
of our officers went to the same 
place and were ordered out when 
they refused to move or give up 
their seats. Now, I ask you, what 
ehance has an enlisted man got 
when these atr-cities happen to 
eur officers? 

I'm from New York myself and 
the majority of the others are 
from Chicago and Detroit. These 
things are bitter pills for us to 
ewuilow. ya cs 


The one thing I did do was tu 
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| Gime trepddress of the <somsanisice | 


paper. 


for obvious reasons), 


"Randolph Te Visit Canad 
GA. Philip Randolph, in 

tional president of 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car’ 
Porters, and Bennie Smith, | 
second internafonal vice | 
president, will visit Toronto 
and Montreal, Canada, for the 


purpose of completing plans 


f the Dominion of i 
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Simera in Ga, Hell hole 


Three thousand indignant Brooklynites jammed Alex- 
enactiits, thousand Indivant Brocktyaiee famed Alex 
ditions at Camp Stewart, Ga. where former members of the 
eis ae a oe te : 

The meeting, which was held under the auspice OF The 
Sas: Gale ins Weenie as 

by the local NAACP head- 
e@ by John Yancy. B resulted in 


tep the current membership drive 
by Maude Richardson. 
ost every civic organiza 
representec in the 7 
ch got under way.at 8 
by local Boy Scouts. 
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' DETROIT — Delegates 
ee ri huge pana iad 

et of Columbia have reg- gg Me y, June 6 at; 
red for the NAACP emer- ngressman Wi}! 

gency war conference here Rogers 

June 8 thru 6 at Second Bap- 

tist Church 441 Monroe st. |; 
Walter White,, executive 

Il deliver the Keynote ad-| S77 i agai 

dress at ‘the opening session, erimina on in the air force. 

Thursday night. Other speak- PANEL DISCUSSIONS 


ers will be Albert E. Cobo,| Scheduled conference dis- 
city treasurer; Ramon|cussions are: “The Armed 


Scruggs, Shelton. Tappes,|Forces,” by Judge Hastie; 
Bred X. Martel, Rabbi Morris|*the session is to be presided 
et C. Blount and Rev.jover by H. L. LaGrone of proprers yorce - 


L. Bradly. Albuquerque, N. Mex.; “Man- 
The highlight of the con-|Power,” led by Earl . Jane 5, 1945 
son, of Chicago, : 

George D. Flemmings of F 

Worth, Texas, ; 


y se prncdine gpor rs 
Oklahoma City “Black - rade aU INSORMAT's CONTAIN 


et 
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’ Spanisr Anti-F asculs 


Enroste to Mexico 


The State Department 
,announced: this week that 
13,000 Spanish Republicans 
still held in North African 
‘concentration camps, would 
"Soon be brought to a US. 
rt enroute to Mexico. 
is announcement was 
hailed as a major victory 
of the American people by 
A nt “th Joint 
e oint e 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- -«-SOFLE' VOICE 
ittee, following a meet- { 12, 1945 


g of the organization’ 
xecutive Board, _Tuesday| 
—. 
Dr. Barsky, who receiv- 
fed the communication from 
Under Secretary of State | 
Sumner Welles, announc- | 
ing the pending rescue of | 
these frst ant i-fascist 
fighters, declared that the - 
powerful determination of , 
the American people to see 
justice done to these heroes . 
of the Spanish weg lg ie ! 
—— in 
torical | 


poset Ube US. ia 


“4 aR Ie C. <i DED 


ar ‘oe , ate \ 4 “SSE 


ATE. cy a 


SP b'bia 9 fob! “4 
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5 Billy Boe Rowe a 
PRO: "NYC rnalist : by 


"Sea. ‘The very ‘heads of this 
world conflict, whether we 
admit it or not, is the strug- 
te for work liberation red 

t includes certainly the 
long oppressed millions of 
_ Asia, Africa, and other colon- | 
‘fal possessions. We can’t re- 
strict the fight for freedom 


} QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Have the Asiatic and African 


colonials benefited so far 
from the war? 


_ places, we cannot 
solution of world 


‘to a few Eutopean countries. 
: The very roots of this global | 
| war rest in a history of the 


| exploitation of the African and Asiatic peoples 


European countries. Any other approach to 


e problem would be goa etal and would bring 
temporary peace. - 
ndell 1 Willkie Under Secre- - 


4 a temporary 
the speeches of W 
-Wells, Vice President Wallace, Pear] Buck 

, and many other sincere people who are affecting 
our concepts and actions in this war, mean any- 
thing, they certainly indicate that the world to- 


day is becoming more and more aware of the 


) necessity to extend freedom and democracy to: 
e oppressed people of Africa and Asia. Most | 


the world has eccepfted the idea that. India 
ould be freed immediately. The receptions ac- 
corded Madame Chiang Kai-Shek and President 
Basch by official America is almost revolution- 
ary in view of the fact that Washington is packed 
with South-o-crats. Two vital members of the 
nited Nations who will sit at the peace table, 

re China and the Soviet Union, neither of which 


® 
= 


ls in nearly one billion dollars of Negro 

"3s money, yet it tried to insult these peop 

y excluding them from a hous ousing project if} 
wena to bend with the hele af th ns in tax 
exemption. Negroes must pay these taxes. Now 
woukih’t you think the Rockefellers and Wall ; 
Street (who are the real Metropolitan) would 
show greater responsibility in war time and try. | 
to show the world Hitler is wrong when he says | 
democracy is a lie? Wouldn't you think the op- : 
pressed countries of Europe would free India, ‘ 
the Malay States, and Africa, if they meant : 
business? I think the. people themselves would - 
do better if they had the chance. But it is-the | 
same old imperialist crowd that still runs things. ' 
The trouble lies in the fact that ay — —¥ 


 Mels a proposition that 
downright fascist in is nature. This =a 


tice race discrimination: sa aararareie different. — ‘ 
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Mississippi Sheriff Kills. iene - ee: 
+ Asks Negro Regiment Moved North 


; By RICHARD SHANNON : ’. 
(PV's or ie rye ac 3 
- JACKSON,, Miss —Missiissipp!'s poll tax are drumming up iil violence 
inst Negro s0 ee eee eee cue Negro private a already dead at the 
nds of swashbuckling, gun-toting Sheriff Richard ttaker of Cen 
Two officer s from the office of the inspector general of the War Department were 
rtedly in Centreville. sit of Camp Van Dorn to investigate race trouble that has flared 
up in the Mississippi town® 
following repeated insultsjbe blamed on the Negro. 
hurled at the soldiers of the|Sharecroppers are accused, 
(64th Infantry. under this code, of commit- 
| Steering clear o fany pos-iting rape, and Negro soldiers 
‘sible criticism for failure to|of “fomenting race riots.” 
protect the soldiers, Centre-| The soldiers stationed at the 
, ville’s Mayor Omer Carrolljjim-crow army camp hav 
, : has wired Governor Pau! |been tense and uneasy follo 
PEOPLE'S VOICE ‘Johnson and Mississippi con-|ing the cold-blooded Killing 
June 12, 1945 gressmen demanding that|their comrade on Sunda 
they take steps to have the in-|afternoon, May 30. 
trymen sent north. ‘ — hei gee gy a - 4 
MENTIN OTS” name : va 
apn who was killed had not been 
In his wire, Mayor Carroll] sistosed late this week. 
| 
alleged, without giving proof, |Centreville City Marshall Rob- 
‘that: ert J. Knighton claimed he 
“This regiment is foment-|drove up with Sheriff Whit- 
ing race riots atid openly|taker as the private was al- 
boasts that it has come tojlegedly “resisting arrest” by 
out Mississippi. Consider} military policeman and try- 
this request of utmost urgency jing to seize the policeman’s 
ected Wf Oe retest bale 
men “Sheriff Whittaker wa 8 
lo to remain here.” forced to shoot the n——r,” 


code” of Dinie: all trouble be- “investigated” and 
= S races must always'Mayor Carroll's letter. 
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are: Wil tall you who the traitors and subversive elements 


RITIES, 


AND CATHOLIC—AND 


MOCRACY IS IRRETRIEVABLY AND IRREVOCABLY - 


. BOUND UP WITH WHAT HAPPENS TO THE BLACK 
we have been called “subver- 


sive, traitors and guilty of treason.” Phis is an all-out, damn- 


RACIAL MINO 


egro people are the most loyal element 


y 
lum ¢ layton CWC. 
TUE FUTURE OF THE TRADE UINON MOVEMENT 
sae gaa we demand 
mable lie. The N 
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hate strikes 
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Klu Klux Klan in Detroit 


betwen white workers 
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| it’s Either Uncle Tom or Fite! 


ee oe eee oe 


THERE IS NO MIDDLE GROUND IN TODAY'S WORLD. 
. THE LUXURY OF NEUTRALITY OR ISOLATION I5 ‘NO 
LONGER POSSIBLE. 
WHAT ARE YOU? An UNCLE TOM OR A RADICAL? ©To unite all people—black and whte—behind the victory effort 
Every step forward since the foundation of the earth has been ef our country. Cat 
taken by men who broke with the past—men who were radicals. © To demonstrate to white America that there ean be no just peace 
EVERY NEGRO WHO STAYS AWAY FROM THE MADISON _ without full consideration of fifteen million black folk. 
SQUARE GARDEN MEETING THIS MONDAY I8 A SELF- 
e BRANDED UNCLE TOM. , 
On Monday, June 7, at Madison Square Garden the Negro people in freedom. You will sit in on the 
"of Greater New York take another step forward. This is your rally IF have ever held. You will have 
“you are not an Uncle Tom. It is the rally at which you will demonstate the vanguard of the New Negro. 


to an indifferent world that Negro people have come of age. What are you, friend, UNCLE TOM OR A RADICAL? The Unele 
THE PURPOSE— | 


the New Negro wil] be at 

®@To demand full and equal participation of fifteen millio mpeople ; | 
in producing goods for victory. 

®@To demand that all forms ef discrimination in the armed forces 
and in war industries cease immediately. 

@To demand that there be no consderaton of a post-war world, 
officially er unofficially, without fall partcipation of Negro representa- 
tives, 


‘ “We Cannot Re Bought -PDPEORT VE POATOY OF TUE PhOrEE SVOTed OW. Wall Not Be Sotd” 
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sae, NEGRO FREEDOM 
* *, | 7:30 P.M. AMADISON SQ. 
ne * JUNE 7th _RA [ [ tale GARDEN 


Hon. A. CLAYTON 
POWELL 

Hon. VITO 
secon amaa 


HARLES A. 
COLLINS 


DR. MAX YERGAN 


LESTER B. 
GRANGER 


REV. THOMAS S. 
HARTEN 


7) ° e 
. es 


DR. CHANNING * 


TOBIAS 
Charrmen 


¢ 
PAUL ROBESON 


by . : ¢ qe A cl ee “ e. ie 
ve Leet Cay, 27 Ve 


WANTED 
UNCONDITIONAL CITIZENSHIP FOR NEGROES 


*For This pS ATWAMMtGR «UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER OF THE AXIS 


” i FOR VICTORY 
é a ‘j= SMASH JIM CROW IN THE ARMED FORCES . 


CANADA LEE  @-aansane NOW! © 


KENNETH ; TICKETS ON SALE AT 
SPENCER NEGRO LABOR VICTORY COMMITTEE PEOPLE'S COMMITTEE 


PEARL PRIMUS 67 W. 125th ST. ae Boe 132 W. 138th ST. 


W. C. HANDY Kiet ee ‘Adastoainns : a2 FRANKLIN. AVE. 


DICK CAMPBELL | 44m sv. soox pain 44e-81.10 “oun FLOOR. 90 Sub AVE. 
ee 133 W. 44th ST. ne . WORKERS BOOK STORE, SO E. 13th ST. 


Write-Wire Your Senators to Vote For and Pass the Anti-Poll Tax Bill : 


.* 


SOAPBOX °° by dan Clayton Powell fr 


O ONE can appreciate the full significance of 

this war nor can he be a citizen of the post- 
war people’s world unti] he has read ONE WORLD 
by Wendel] Wilkie. 


Fortunately this book has been put out in a 
cheaper edition of one dollar, which is not only 
plenty good enough for anyone, but happens to be 
much easier reading. The phenomenal sale of over a 

7 millon copies to date ie not only a testimony to the 

POWELL greatness of this book, but a testimony to the great- 

ness of the author. Wendell Wilkie without a shadow 

of a doubt is the first world-citizen to emerge from the present conflict. 

He is the one great world figure who refuses to think behind the cob- 
webe of yesterday's world ofdi vision and isolationism. - 

Willkie knows the world because he knows the people. He knows 
that there have been let loose by this war, certain forces that have now 
gone beyond the powerr of any leader or combination of leaders to 
recall. Itis his deep conviction that these forces have brought about a 
great awakening of the common peoples of the earth. He directly tes, 
wp the world-wide war in what he terms “our imperialisms at poll 

If there is anything that stands out for the Negro reader more 
any other item in this book it is what Mr. Wilkie calle “the twili t of 


BEOFLE'S VOICE 


r= np 
June 5, 1945 wens we sedan. - 


imperialism.” One great phrase bears burning into our minds “to have 
freedom we must give freedom.” I will never forget tl:e sign tha! one 
of the marchers carried in Washington, D. C., the other Saturd: _— are 
ing the parade of ten thousand Slacks and whites for Negro bus d. .ers. 
That sign said—“IF NEGROES ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO DRIVE 
TANKS IN TUNISIA, THEY ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO DRIVE 
TROLLEYS IN WASHINGTON, D. C.” 

That is just what Wendell Wilkie is trying to state. Not only as 
regards Negro people but as regards the people of Africa, Asia and 
eapecially those of the Soviet and China. The destinies of the common 
people of the world are at last inextricably ee in this one ideal 
—A PEOPLE’S WORLD. 

We as Negro people must not let anyone at anytime attack the 
common people of any other nation and any other race. 

Any time an individual attacks other common people. though he 
mry attack them only to us, it will eventually reflect on ourselves. There 
ix no such thing as “poor white trash,” or kikes, or wops, or sheenies, 
or reds, or chinks. Jew, Italian, Irish, Russian, Chinese—ALL ARE 
OUR ALLIES. 

WE ARE ALL POTENTIAL CITIZENS OF ONE WORLD. 

That’s what our Negro Freedom Rally is for—ONE PEOPLE! 
ONE FIGHT! ONE WORLD! 
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MOBILE, Ala.—Lest Tuesday, the same day the anti-poll tax 
bill was.introduced into the House of: Representatives, a roving mob 


of white workers at the Alabama Dry Docks and Shipbuilding Co., 
armed with steel bars, pieces of lead pipe and scrap iron, made a 


By PV Special Correspondent 


vid 


Alabama Wuite Dallies Bl 
At Mobile Shipyard as Axis Aids 
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attack os: oo workers and drove the morning shift of over 2,000 
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The NY Hampten Cinb's forma! dance at the Renaissance, Thare- 
Gay night, brought ferth a bevy of gals in summery evening gowns 
Ghose pre-war days when formals were every night efairs end taxis 
_  Bydil Gowdy fe in Syracete, NY, doing « well job... artist rc 
Frederich Perry ie oct at the Kayser plant ia Oregon actually using | ¥* 
this artists’ training in his job... he’s also doing a let of purely vel- 
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Re: / VOICE ere Weekly Newspaper) 


Dear Sirs 


Baclosed are elippings taken fron Jue 26 issue ef the 
abeve paper. “his paper takes the that the recent riets 
are shay Mais iniee he JR, in an editerial 
eatitled " rebukes the FBI etating 
Fit they aa jonet half the time they used im reuding up crackpet 
Wegre Nationalists im reunding up Klu Klurers, Christian Froaters, 
and Coughlinites, then there wouldn't be any riets in America today”. 


POWELL in his “Seapbex” editerial makes a plea fer mity 
between the Hegre peeple and laber which is in keeping with the theme 
ef the recent Cemmumist backed "Hegre — — held at Madison 
Square Garden on June 7, 1945. 


-Your attentien is alee ealled te the article entitled 
"Dimer refuses service te Seldier" shewing discrimination by the 
Tllineis Central Railread, and te the ene entitled "HN. Africa Is a 
Little Bit ef Geergia", in which JOSEPH BURNS, seaman, tells ef die- 
crimination against colered soldiers in Herth Africa by the arny. 


Censideratien should be given te presemtamt ef such 
articles te the Criminal Yivision of the Department ef Justice fer 
epinien as te whether er net such publications fall within the vie 
tions ef the Seditien Statute. | 1c 


Similar enclesed clippings ere being retained fer the file 
ef this effice. 


The Bureau will regulasly be furnished with elippings ef 
interest as ebteined from issues of the subject publicaticn. - 


Very truly yeurs, 


HL menreesniey C0 
HERES: = CSSLASSIFIED — 
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world a couple of times. He 
‘has seen a lot of things and 
has plenty of “mother wit.” 
He knows what:a fascist vic- 
“tory would mean to the Negro 
‘and other minority groups. 

nd he’s ready now to join 
.the armed forces to help rip 
:the mask of treachery from 
‘the face of the world. 

But there are some things 
he would like to see straight- 
ened out right now—things 
like the treatment of the 

- 8869th down in Georgia and 
the treatment of our boys in 
N. Africa. 


SOLDIERS INDIGNANT 


“Guys in N. Africa are in- 
,dignant about the way our 
' boys in the armed forces are 
_ being ted over here,” he 

\told PV this week. - 

“They are anxious to fight 
hitler. But they are confused 
when dixie psychology reaches 
over into Africa during a time 

are fighting like hel} for: 
tert 
| bbe boys in Oren—~had 
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Things are going from bad 
to worse, Burns says. Tension 
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The following organisations 
thave sent sequests to President 
‘Rocedvelt to take immediate 
‘action to end the serious racial 
eonflicts ‘eccurring throughout the 
tion: - . an ae 
 @ Philip ‘Murray, President, 
C10: asked the President to expose 
the riots as enemy-instigated plots 
to disrupt allied unity. He stated 
that enemy agents are pointing to 
the treatment of citizens of Latin- 
American extraction and of Ne- 


groes to bolster their claim that 
e US is not sincere th its 


‘Negro Americans in Detroit is a. 
leleaner evidence that enemy agents’ 
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-'Peop le’ s Conimittee Starts" 
Industrial Info Series — 


Negroes must play their in the sina 
PHerbert hl Wright Aeronautical 


war in the factory, 


of the 


expert, told a |: @ :e aucience gathered at the People’s Com- 
mittee headquarcers, 182 W. 188 st, last Wednesday night. 


This was the first of a series of information classes 


ducted by the Rev. Ben haggae 
ardson, assistant pasto 

Abyssinian Baptist Ch Church, 
and Joe Ford, secretary of the 
committee. 


Wright Aeronautical, one 
of the world’s largest aircraft 
-engine builders, located in 
Paterson, N. J., is certainly 
| no sucker for hitler’s soften- 

ing-up tactics, the audience 
‘learned. Hate strikes, jimcro, 
bor-baiting and all the other 
elaying and sabotage fascist 
@evices besieging industry to- 

y, play no part in this great 
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It we was Herbert Binet who 
introduced Negro women to 
big industry. Now other 

panies are employing th 

He | said the plant has N 
in every capacity. There is 
‘Negro employment super- 
visor as well as ors 
who look after the morale of 
the workers. The plant is now 
looking for hundreds of work- 
ers to replace men going into 
the Army and to fill needs 


created by expansion. The 
Negro worker in the _ 
‘Mr. Draesel commented, is 


— job. 
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SOAPBOX > + by Glam Claylen Powell 


N JUNE 80 IN CHESTER, PA., a monvu- 
aes Cite oat Se eee ee See 


ized by a few subversive Axis agitators. 


BS & Oe Oe Be Eee 0S ee eS ee eee 


On June 80 men and women of Chester, Pa., must vote with either 
the AFL, the CIO, or the company union. There can be no choice in a 
situation like this especially for the Negro workers. While the AFL has 


kept its doors traditionally closed to Negroes and stil] does in mary 
key industries the CIO has had a wide open policy. The CIO forced 
Fe to work with Negroes in Detroit. The CIO has pleaded wih its 

orkers in Mobile and Beaumont to cease their rioting. The CIO had 
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=\SUN SHIP YARD GUARDS FIRE 
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DISASTROUS FORCE mine our national unity.” Review-Ster, white daily published in Rockville Center, NY, 
“This humiliation and treat- ar bak ; efty of yh i = waien 
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To-Hell-With-Democracy Is Riot - 
Orders Troops In Detroit 


and hitler 3 
. Tae an Over spat victory Sendey end Mentay when 
its nestrils after 24 hours of the werst race riet- 

Detroit awoke morning 
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mearty 1,000 of whem are Negroes, hed bees arrested, charged with | jon, 


. At one street corner 
soldiers came to the aid 
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President Roosevelt sent John 
federal t here late Mon- : 
dav night following a tele- 
— conference with Gov. 
arry F. Kelly, who had or- 
dered a modified form of mil- 


a] 
E 
F 


f 
E 
: 
. 


owes 


itt 
a2 


| it 


ij 


iB 


th 


UH a 
: 
Hit, ay if 


fife 
rf 


Ey 


Th 


rf 


The charge of a use of “the lowest form of racial preju- 
attributed this week by the NAACP to Congress- 


age to say publicly” what he 
iously said in exectu- 
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CONGRESSMEN W H O 
STAND BEHIND YOU! 


Natl. Greaps Ask FDR 
Te Intervene in Riots 
The fellewing organizations, 


Committee, Ferdinand 
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‘COMPANY GUARDS ACCUSED 


Read the Story on the Recent San Ship Riots on Page 4 and Soop Box on Page 5. 
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se Hitler, Hirohito, Musso- 

- fini, Axis! Bah! This war 

may be won or lost right here at home, as strikes, riots, disunity 
and race prejudice take their deadly tolll—WMK— oa. Pees us 
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The Negro Publisher's Acscciation elected 
Democracy, that elusive creature, is working overtime a 


* ager. John H. Sengstacke, as its president at 


Bailey asked the City 
Sevare decided in favor of Montgomery thes assuring Atlante 


tae Times played best to delegates on the last day of 
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Ba'ls Theatres Inc. (cont 
te book Cabia, claiming MCM 
eonfah beld in Levisville. Me succeeds Will 


RENTUCKY 
et mination. 


~ 
Pia 


, auditor:um, turned the affair ever te City Attorney Jack 


' 


| * ALAIONAL 


“ Grandi Theatre ahich decsn't admit Negroes. 


e te MGM. 


1 high for evr colored people”. 


* Montzome 


jing the film because the admics 


ef ia 


hed 


Ni 


~~ oF \\ il Not 1k. 


A HELRSE 

j sistia 

TLE 
ae 


Phd) PP OOPEL ET SNS NOQove | 


preod va \N God 


e 
3 
BS 
S 

3 
= 


i 

i 
i 
: 
: 


Boneh -PPEP Oui 


ica 


ri 


i 
Wt : af Ni 
re: 


( rridreed 14, 


‘ ae \ ar 


it is evident that 


Calling Ame 


ie 
( 
y 


‘“s 


as 


THE DEAD 


Megre ate by pellbee wt mie Gm teatime 


ball Ms 
eaee fi “abe elt: 
qu] PRES EEE 
futures Hb 


° 3 


, OR POLICE 
VICTIMS? WHICH! 


©, 
But W 


RIOT 


—_-_ 


( 


NEW YORK CITY, JUNE 26, 1943 


a 


ao 


g, 


Vol. 1, No. 20. 
Police Aid 
Hitler in 

. Mobbing 

' Negroes 

" Story and another 
Pheote on Page 3 


Arsenal of 
+ Democracy 


' 
t 


5 
S| 
Pa 
& 
. 
= 
ow? | 
w 


oe P 
“piner Refuses Service 
-Fo Soldier; ICC Acts 

WASHINGTON, .D. C. 
A complaint has been filed 
with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission against 
the Illinois Central Railroad 
Co. for refusing to serve 
breakfast to Cpl. Branch C. 
| Atkinson of Camp Atter- 
bury in Indiana. NAACP 
attorneys prepared the com- 
plaint. 


The. Interstate Commerce 
Commission has notified the | 
railroad company of the: 
complaint, and has called 
upon the company to an- 
swer the charges and to ad- 
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- "30 Organizations Meet; 
To Coaieh Job Bias 


Under the chairmanship of Frieda Miller, former New 
York State Industrial Commissioner, repesentatives of 80 
organizations interested in expanding employment oppor- 
tunities for minority groups, met at the American Common, 
o. ag he st, Weinsetey, to form @ permanent Council on 
r Employment Practice. 

Bonen or the merging was|industrial employment prac- 

td coordinate efforts of separ-|tices as’ an antidote to the 
agencies to strengthen |enemy’s Pe = Ba ie ot 
efiminati discrimina technique ega rom 
ae wad TYTN i German- 
American, Italian-American 

alien, various church organi- 

gations and social agencies 
icipated. Functions out- 

ed for the Council are: 
clearance of programs and in- 

formation; distribution of in- 
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$0 the Minorebie meabers of sie AL, FIT 
City ‘Council ie i ee 
City Hell 

Mew York, N. Ye 


Gentlemen: 


Qne of your members, Adem C. Powell, is demanding e Council investigation of 
individuals and groups said to be stirring up racial feeling in New York City. 


Powell is a notorious demagogue. You ought to know that by now. Most of w 
bere in Harlem have known it for years. He doesn't give a hoot in hell for eclored 
pecple. He's thinking only of himself, of his political future. He would like noth- 
ing better than to provoke trouble between the two races in New York City. He wouldn't - 
eare how many of our skulle were cracked, how many homes and stores were plundered, 
if out of any such outbreak of violence he could emerge as our self-proclaimed leader. 


If Powell were on the level, he'd ask you to set up a committee to investigate 
his own activities. He's doing more than ea dozen Ku Klux Klens to provoke 


race riots 
in New York. : \ ee 
If you don’t believe this, read his Commmnist-controlled weekly, The People’s 


Voice. This radical paper is kept going with Communist funds. For a tim Powell and 
Bis henchmen vigorously denied this. Now no one makes eny effort to conceal it. The 
peper is deringly printed in the Commmist plent of The Daily Worker. 


This paper is the brain ehilé of Dr. neh ferenn. en evowed Ocmmunist, who two 
years ago was ousted from the faculty of City lege for his Communist teachings. 


At first Yergan remained in the background of The People’s Voice. Now he sees no 
reason to hide his connection. He is boldly listed on the paper's masthead es 


treasurer, end no issue of the paper goes to press until he and Reese epprove the 
treatment end handling of every story. 


General manager is a Communist imported from Chicago last Jenuary when The 
People’s Voice seemed headed for the financial rocks. Her neme is T wards, end 


She's on the job every day to see thet the Coamni: al policies proper ly 
Feflected in the paper. RECUR : 


Round ing the papa ‘s excoutive | 
LPuonaata, manager of the not on y- 
recently by the pélice on the complaint of the Army end Nev¥tthe cee oe 
ené seilors contracted venereal diseases fram prostitutes they p 
Buchanan is merely a Stooge for the radical Powell, Yergen end the Edwards 
put up some of the money with which the peper was started, end he is cont 


of the executives because he's perfectly harmless end because he's good 


5 as Supposed to be elose to the masses in Harlem because Of his Savoy 
Rate e 


Ex - 36 ma = 
From the beginning The People's Voiee, under Powell's editorship, hes sought 
to ecnvinee us that white people are our natural enenies. ae peer See Bes 


.?) 


Cossacks; a8 grafting drunks. That goes ‘for Negro eops, tod. If they handle ea erie 
gugger @ bit roughly, they are accused of assaulting a poor, innoesnt, lew-abiding 
ecolored man. Business men ere pictured as gra®ping shyloeks. Lenfilords ere accused. 
ef exploiting Negro tenants. Public officials are portrayed as U. 8. agents of 
Mitler. | o* 

Every effort is made to make us discontented. Svery effort is made to per- 
suade us to take matters into our own hanis. The paper openly urges us to comit 


treason against the United States because we are discriminated against in the Army, 
the Navy and in war plents. 


Don't take ay word for this. Just read this summary of Powell-inspired 
Stories printed in recent issues of his People’s VYoice:- 


June 26 (page ope) - Superimposed on a map of the United States showing 
cities in which Powell claims there have been racial uprisings in recent weeks is the 
word RIO?S in four-inch flaming red type. New York is listed with Detroit, Los 
Angeles, Beaumont, Tex-., Newark, Chester, Pa., and several Southern cities as places 
where race riots have been Staged recently. Could this be an invitation to Powell's - 
followers to start something bere? Or could Powell have just been hoping that by the 
time his paper came out the recent trouble in Detroit would have spread here? 


Do you know of any recent incident involving Negroes in New York that would 
justify Powell in listing this city as the scene of racial disturbances? 


In the same issue on page two is a three-column headline, "Suicide, Cops 
Glaim, But Was It*°? The story claims that the paper is checking what it calls a 
®hush hush® of a recent police station suicide of a colored man arrested for robbery. 
But it is nothing more than a subtle attempt to make it appear that the robber, a 
ecavict on parole, had been murdered by the police of the West l123rd Street station. 


What a fine idea to plant into the minds of Powell's hot-headed followers at 
@ critical time like this! 


gune 19 (page one) - Tension High et Cam Stewart. Soldier's Wife Beaten 
by M. P.® says a headline splashed all over the front page. Nowhere in the story is 
the nem of the colored woman given, which makes it sound like a manufactured yarn. 
What responsible newspaper would feature a story like this without naming the victin? 


Op page three of the same issue Powell is quoted a8 having demanded the in- 
peaciment of Mayor LeGuardiea at ea wild rally in Medison Square Gerden June 7 ettended 
By ®20,000 persons.* The Mayor incurred Powell's wrath because he gave his epproval 
to Stuyvesant Town, post-war housing project of the Metropolitan Insurance Co. which 
will bear Negro tenants. , 


Qnly em ingrate and a professional troublemaker would attempt to turn New 
York's Negroes egeinst Meyor LaGuardia after all the Meyor has done for our people. 


dune 12 (page one) = °K K K Rides Again in New York, Newark end Detroit® 
proclaims a bright red scare heeding on the front page. Read the story and you fini 
that the only basis for the claim that the Klen is active in New York is the Metro- 
politen's decision to exclude us from Stuyvesant Town. We're not permitted in Park- 
ehester either. Nor are we allowed to live in the Waldorf Towers. But tha doesn't 
mean the Kien rules New York. 


It de a tribute to the good sense of Harlem's Negro dasses thet they did not 


gun riot, 68 Powell umdoudtedly hoped shay would, when he waved the despised K K K 
Tlag a their faces. 


Q page five of this iesue, in ea signed editorial, Powell openly ealls the 


Mayor e *traitor® and lists him with a auer of other public — eccused of 
Being *subdversive.*® : ) 


May 15 (pege three) - testin Dien bathe. asaadeek Wes tie in 42nd St. 
miei runs e three-colum head. The victim, ea colored maid in the Holland Ketel, 
was said to have been treated for her injuries at Roosevelt Hospital. The story men- 
tioned no police action; not even a routine investigation. Not a line about the 
assault eppeared in any Sudsequent issue of the paper. Anyone who knows Powell sust 
be certain that he would never allow an issue like this to peter out if it were true. 
It is a fair conclusion, therefore, that the yarn was inspired by Powell's fanatical 
Gesire to erouse us against the *lily-white® police. 


May 22 (page one. e A brilliant scarlet heading cccupying the thole of the 
front page announces °369th to Leave Georgia Hell-Hole.® When you stop to consider. 
that the 369th Regiment is our own National Guard outfit, you can readily understand 
Powell's motive in playing up this story. He wanted to make us hopping mad that our 
hoame-town boys had been kicked eround in the deep South. But there was nothing in 
the story printed on page three to justify the characterization of *hell-hole® for 
the 369th's Cam Stewart base. Some of the soldiers, the story ran. hed written home 
complaining ebout the "unspeakable conditions® at the camp, but not a word in the 


story about what the *unspeakable conditions® were. Maybe some of our former soot 
Suiters objected to K. P. 


May 8 (page one) - "People's Voice Exposes Vice and Filth in Downtown Dance 


Halis® screams a front-page heading in bright red type ranging from one inch to three 
inehes. 


The expose, eppearing on page three, was provoked by the closing df the Savoy 
Ballroom, operated by Powell's newspaper partner, Charles Buchanan. The closing of 
the Savoy was ordered by the police, with the approval of the courts, when it was 
proved that the ballroom was the headquarters of a gang of Harlem prostitutes. For 


years most of the respectable people of Harlem heve known this. Powell was eware of 
4t. too. 


The erticle on the downtown dance halls, a8 degenerate end disgusting es eny- 


thing that hes ever appeared in print, charged openly that sex perversion is preve- 
lent on the floae of midtown dance halls. 


In a signed editorial on page 16 of the same issue, Powell claimed thet the 
Sevoy closing "reeks with corruption®. He edded that "there is hardly a plece of 
—— in Harlem that does not meet with an attempt et a police shake-down 
regularly .® 


Back of the shutting down of the bellroom, be charged, was an ettempt cp the 
pert of the police to prevent Negroes end whites from fraternising in public. He 
insisted that no one was going to *stop the mixing of races in New York.* He urged 
every Herlem jitterbug and Savoy follower to storm downtown dance halls, and he 
offered to put on his *sgcot® suit and *lead the parade. * 


What if thousands of foolish Harlem dancers, bent on showing their disap- 
proval of the Sevoy closing, had attempted to pack midtown dance halls! Mid-Manhatten 


- 
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‘would certainly have been turned into ea racial battleground, but that would hardly 
heave Gisturded Powell. That's what he wants. 


- Maroh 27 (page ope) - "NM. ¥. City Dailies Smear Harlem as Crime Oanter® 
@ai4é @ flaming head erowling everything else off the front pee >— 

The story railed at the metropoliten press for taking cognisance of the 
Cutbreak of mugging in Herlem Streets. It was chviously an attempt to discredit 
Mew York's daily newspapers end the police, and to convince Harlem's misses that the 
newspapers and the authorities are arrayed against then. 


° Mow, I know hundreds of decent Harlem people who are in dread fear of being 
mugged when they go out at night. They want New York's newspapers to expose crime 
eonditions here. They want more policemen here. They want to improve conditions in 
Harlem .... and they know the best way to do it is through publicity. . 


In the same issue in a five-column box spread across the bottom of page one 
the following eppeared: : 


®It is reported from e usually relieble source that many of the police in 
Harlem's increased force are working without pay for the extra time spent in Herlen's 
streets. This condition is startlingly reminiscent of Southern vigilantiam. Vigi- 


lantes were used through the South in an inspired program of race terrorian and 
intimidation. ® 


Could any invitation be clearer for Herlem hoodlums to rise up in arms 


against the police who were pictured by Powell as being willing to spend their time 
off in Harlem for the sheer joy of beating us w? 


Merch 20 (page one) - "Subway Police ‘Mug’ Young Harlem School Girl, 15° 
proclaimed a five-column headline on the front page. Powell sqreams to high heaven 
when the New York dailies use the word °mig* in describing the tactics employed by 
Begro hoodlums, but he doesn't hesitate to emloy it in his own paper, if he feels 
that he can put the police in a bad light. 


A careful reading of the story shows that eae special patrolman in the 
Independent Subway hed sought to curd a rowdy high school girl who wes cutting uw 
on a crowded Subway platform. When she resisted, be pushed her into the ladies’ 
waeshrocm until the disturbance blew over. That's what Powell calls *mugging® when 
be tries to build up sympathy for the victin. : 


I could go on indefinitely citing stories from Powell's paper to show that 
Sis sole purpose is to arouse our pecple against whites and persuade us to take 


matters into cur own hends. But from the evidence I have already given you, you 
Ought to be convinced. 


Certainly Powell wants an investigation of alleged attempts to create 
racial disturbances in New York City. Such an investigation would give this reok- 
less, race-conscious demagogue en Opportunity to exploit us across page cone of every 
Gaily newspaper. Bo one would be spared his acid tongue. Decent people of both 
Feces would be hailed before him for questioning at public hearings. It would be 8 
Romen holiday for New York's No. 1 bigot. Not even you Councilmen would be spared 
4f you disagreed with him. If you cbjected to his line of questioning, he'd tear 


. @ato you just as savagely as he 
‘Me would pin the tag of Fascist ca 

Gho disagrees with him. Go through the 
‘@pectable pecple have been labeled "Fascists. 


There ere no racial disorders in New Y City except in Powell's fickle 
and distorted mind. But if you give him en opportunity to erwify police officials 
before a Council investigeting eommittee and subject them to his abuse, you'll pro- 
vokes racial attacks as sure es there's an election next Noveaber. 


If you members of the Council have the interests of the Negro at heart, 
you'll toss the Hart resolution into the wastebasket where it belongs, and let the 
voters of Herlem return Powell to his desecrated pulpit next Fall. 


Yours very truly, 


4 SQMER ASSOCIATE OF POWELL 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, p Ce | 
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Enclosed are Gdiinene wien tn 8 July 3 and July 27, 
ait issues of the above-captioned newspaper — weekly in New York 
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Among other elippings of interest, your attention is particu- 
larly called to an article appearing in the July 17 issue entitled "Hount 
Vernon American Labor Party Demands Oubter of the Detroit 
noted that this paper contimally publishes letters alle 


tion. This paper has also beenwry critical of the 
in their handling of the Detroit rict and ADAM 
of the paper, in an open statement stated that 


York City, at would be because of the action of Mayor — and Chief 
of Police Valentine of this ‘ity. ; 


Similar clippiiigs as enclosed are being retained for the 
files of the New York Office. In the future the Bureau will be furnished 
clippings of interest taken from this newspaper. 
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Dismissed On ‘Disorderly whe 


The “disorderly conduct” charge against Miss Lillian 
Pe Brooklyn beauty shop owner, was dismissed 
Brooklyn Pennsylvania ave. court last week, but the Neg? 
Labor Victory Committee gnd the Afro-Protective League “I 
Brooklyn do not consider the case 
Miss Fernandez was ar-' 
rested and jailed June 26 
after she protested to a police, 
bom about the statement 
e by a white automobile’ 
iver involved in an accident | 
t all Negroes should be 
lined up by a hitler firing 
‘quad and shot. i 
- BEAT HER : PEOPLE'S VOICE 
Before the policeman made! July 17, 1945 » 
the arrest,-he beat Miss Fer- 
‘nandez, then handcuffed her ; 
jand took her to jail where she, ' 


was held in $500 bail on the 
|disorderly conduct charge. 


Both the Afro League and 
he Negro Labor Victory Com-’ 
' will pursue the case 
fiers  . —-/ 
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3 Mount Vernon ALP Demands _ . 
~ Ouster of Detroit FBI Head - 


The Independent American Labor Party Club of Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., is circulating a petition asking for the forma- 
_ thon of a House Inter-racia) Affairs Committee to investigate 
the causes of national unrest such as those leading to fhe 
gecent Detroit riots.  ” ‘ 
| ‘The petition also asks thereplacing of John 8. 
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Strong Inter-Race Unity 
| Will Keep Riots from N Y. 


Last Sunday afternoon 4,000 people, Negro and 
white, attended the Golden Gate Ballroom here for lace lhe 
rious business of maintaining and strengthening Democracy 
by clearing the ‘issues of the hour, creating 


'yacial solidarity and announcing a plan for 
‘racial forces for a new politi-® 


|lsid on the project if Negroce 


‘eal strategy. . 

' The meeting was sponsored 
‘iby the Peoples’ Committee 
and the Negro Labor Victory 
Committee. The audience, 
much of which was the over- 


. Langston Hughes’ an 
and historical pageant, “Fight 


srcrosuns /U0- 5/2 3 6 -59 


htening the 


troit and Channing Tobias, of 
the national YMCA, an- 
nounced the results of Satur- 


were kept out. 


York, Powell said the sam 

elements — oo t here to 

ereate trouble, bat the _ 

were mot the same as 

where. - bt fora ' 
that: 
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o suas th ok 
re movement had 
“that won't stand fer. 
hitlerism in this town.” .: : 
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 


Rdited by LLEWELLYN RANSOM 
' Aoked at the National Meritims Union | nique for pabiee Ba ig 


! r ‘| ploitation is not peculiar to 
Has t aveling to foreign coun- the United States. It is a great 4 
tries helped you understand the 
: _ human problem all over the , 
race problem better? i world with but two exep- 4 
_, that we were ue’ tions. These exceptions dre © 
i over the race problems the oe found in the Soviet Union and ‘| 
|- world is facing today. All pro- in Soviet China. Those of us 
' gressive people are vitally interested in the fight . who have been sailing for years with various | 
‘ against discrimination, whether they live in races have never given a thought to discrimina- 
Scandinavian countries where there is little ¥ it, ' tion. The only thing we looked at was whether | 
or in the U.S. where we have riots today. I am &@ man was a good ship mate. We never considered . 
that J have seen how the vicious fascist doc- the color of his skin. Discrimination was always — 
of racia] discrimination has worked against . brought about by ship owners for the purpose of . . 
Negroes and Mexicans in America and against - exploitation by dividing the various races and — 
J e Jews all over Europe. It made me physicallv ce 
eick and unable to sleep while travelling through 
, the South here just as it did in Germany in 1938. 
I still get nauseated when I read about race riots. 
To let fascist-minded obstructionists get away 
with this is disgusting and stupid for a country 
fighting a war against fascism—especially when 
the majority of its allies belong to 
the colored races. There is only 
one way to stop the anti-demo- - 
eratic prejudices in this country 
and that is by a law to make 
racial discrimination a crime. 
This was effectively done in Rus- 
sia where discrimination against 
minorities was a far greater prob- . 
Jem than it is here. oe 
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DON'T BE MISLED! 


RACE RIOTS ARE THE “SECRET WEAPON” 


> OF ADOLF HITLER< 
TO SMASH THE UNITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 


IN GERMANY THE JE ws WERE MADE THE SCAPEGOATS 
IN THE U.S. THE NEGROES ARE BEING 
MADE THE VICTIMS | 


WE MUST—AND WE WILL—FIGHT THESE OQUTRAGES 
ON THE HOME FRONT WITH ALL OUR STRENG TH. 


Vy. BUT REMEMBER WV 


THAT FIGHT ON THE HOME FRONT IS TIED WITH THE FICHT 
AGAINST THE AXIS ON THE MILITARY FRONT 


Our Number One Objective Is Still the en of Fascism Where It Is Strong- 
est - in Germany, Italy, and japan. 


Here At Home The National Maritime Union Has Pointed the Way to the Best 
Method of Handling the Problem of. Discrimination. 


We Have Always Fought Discrimination of Any Kind — Wherever and When- 
ever We Have Met It. 


And We Have Licked It! 
| Read the Story of How 
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| NATIONAL MARITIME UNION OF AMERICA, ClO 
| -»& KEEP THE SHIPS Pacer smecvelnd * 
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(SRAEL AMTER, Chairmen 
BS Gest 12th Serect 
| @ © 
Harlem Conmnsittee 
COMMUNIST PARTY 
SENIAMIN }. DAVIS, JR., Executive Secretory 
200 West 185th Serect 
o® o 


COMMUNIST PARTY 
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nisnli —to smash Hitlerism by a second 
Unity of Negro and white Ameri- 
cans will prevent Axis agents and 


Of Negro and White Americans 
front in Europe. 
wreck the home front here. 

READ THE DAILY AND SUNDAY WORKER 


KKK hoodlums from creating anofhier 
Detroit riot. Ss 
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JULY 11, 1943 


wan 


WHITE HOUSE DELEGATION 
EYE WITNESSES DETROIT RIOTS 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The anti-New Dealers in 
Beaumont Los Angeles Newark Detroit 
IT MUST NOT HAPPEN AGAIN! 
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FBT Note: ‘- 
Is This . 
On the Level?. 


The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation might take a look 
fat the set-up of the Shreve- 
port, La., Journal. 

The Journal has the Detroit’ 
race riot al] figured out. .. 

An editorial of June 23 in 
the paper placed the blame for 
the Detroit riots on the whi 


‘eguse they have made N 


PEOPLE'S VOICE 
July 3, 1945 


in fact, they shouldn’t even 
be in the Nation’s Capitol—. 


Negro-Labor Unity 


ce of Negro-Labor unity as an‘effective means 
‘é enfo Office of Price Administration ceiling prices was 


discussed recently at a mass meeting in — Baptist 
Church. ° 


_ . Sponsored by the Harlem-Ri verside. CIO Communi 
Council * ym mee Wase against various war , 
to press the com- 
munity with the necessity for ee black markets i ) 
Morganizing to protect itself/*! commodities 


PEOPLE'S WICE 
July S$, 1945 


—e~7" 


‘We-Don’t Want This! = i eee 


~ = 
oe" 
oll 
e 


e t 


Syphilis Article in Medical “Journal : a 
lis Untimely Aid to Bad Race Feeling 


A acientifid article that may have vicious civic and social repercussions: appeared in the 
the American Medical Association and has been scored as 

“untimely and in poor taste” by leading New York Negro doctors. 3 
Written under the neading: “Syphilis In The United States; Primarily A Negro Prob- 


lem,” the article states, in commenting on the reports of army serologic blood tests for 
syphilis secured from the first? a 


| two million selectees for army with a large proportion ef Ne- 
service in 1940 to 1942: igrores have the highest sy- 
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Anti-Nazi Lanies Warne : 3 i 


that the league has. 

® called upon the FBI ‘ak 
other authorities for a sweep- 
ing investigation of the kkk, 
national workers league at 
Detroit, george deatherage 
(anti-Negro propagandist un- 
Ger indictment for sedition in 

ashington, the Michigan 
'black legion and others; 


® asked military and De- 

ent of Justice authori- 

to invoke war-time sta- 

tes for punishment of such 

' offenders, as disrupters of the 
arms-production program ; 


@ asked the U. 8. District. 
Attorney for the Eastern NY 
District to take action t 
the publisher of a Long 
daily newspaper, the Nassau 
‘E Daily Review-Star, for a se- 
ries of articles tending to in- 
cite lynch law in that area, 
which immediately adjoins 


vital aircraft manufacturing |* 


plants. 

“Ip fighting the spread of ‘these 
riets,” GShelden’s.. statement fer 
the league stated, “we must un- 
derstand that on SS 
wer-end> act accordingly. Detroit 


PEOPLE'S VOICE 
duly 3, 1945 


Riots May Spread Here . 


The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi 
administrative chairman, in a Ww that “propaganist 
fire-bugs” may be about to set the flames of race riot in New 
York and other Eastern defense areas, announced this week 


has lost at east a week ef ef- 
fecive production time and bad 
news from these riet centers mere 
than eGects the geod news from 
the Mediterranean. 


“The race riots which 
swept the nation during the 
last 2 weeks are the 
result of a carefully 
campaign, promoted and 
spired by nazi-sympathizing 
| bundists, ku klux klan meni- 
‘bers and other subsersive 
groups today faithfully fol- 
lowing hitler’s plans to divide 
the nation. 

“While apparently _ operating 
underground in other cities, * 
campaign fer lynch law is being 
epenly carried en at NY's deore 
step, The NASSAU DAILY RE- 
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MY POOPIE 


TO OUR BOYS IN UNIFORM : 

] All is not well at home! You know that and we do too! 
The race riots in Texas, California, and Detroit } 
have shown all the world just how your country and mine 
can look at its worst. - ._. od 

We back here know that when you hear of these things 
first you get damn mad—then your morale drops lower than 
a Cairo grave—but before you go overboard on the resent- 
ment side let's look at the matter sanely. . -.. 
- All ef America isn’t rioting! Only the scum and swill ef the na- 
tion stoops te this violent sabotage of all that Democracy stands for. , 
Only the rettenest of men and women in whose veins run the 
muck ef Fascism come together te vielate every right and hepe of 
Negre Americans. . . Rat ke | 
THESE ‘,"OTERS HAVE GOOD BACKING—AND 
MUCH OF I: COMES FROM HIGH PLACES; FROM 
| WASHIN GTON AND LOCAL STATE CAPITOLS; FRO 
‘ CITY HALLS AND COUNTY SEATS; MAYORS, PLEDG 
TO KEEP ORDER URGE THEM ON. POLI 
URE THE CRIMINALS THEY WILL BE PR PEOPLE'S VOICE 
THEY PLUNDER ON—FEARLESS AND UNIMPED 
Yet this is but a smal] band of: anti-victory bigots July 5, 1945 


live and work in 


. 

fight side by side with you if the Jim Crow 
would let them. But it won’t! So in the face 
hard as hell to tell you mad—yet I 
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concentrating al! their efforts on the defeat of Fascism, 
find themselves the innocent victims ef a- pogrom 
and provoked by Fascist agents at heme. 


. There wil) be many welllintentiened Negro people 
will now take the position that the war in Burope has lost 
ite meaning after the cutrage perpetrated in ‘Bea 

and Detroi. That is an understandable pesition. 
But it is mot a correct one. It is ap attitude which stems 


here was not real Fasciem. Ht was jest a taste of what will 
come if Hitler’s Fascism prevails. Remember that we stil) 
hevg the right to protest against the Detroit attack If 
true Fascism comes, there will be no right to protest. There 
wil] be only slavery.” mi, 

: Se te ean, ae Ce el 
We niust bend al] our efforts to see te it that the hoedlums 
in Datroit are brought to justice. Bat at the same time we! 
mit keep in sight, always, the main goal—the smashing 


of Fascism on its home grounds in Germany, Italy, and 
Jzepan. na ees | EN 
We must be careful not to be distracted from the war if: 
urope by concentrating exclusively en the internal crisi: 
This is exactly what the reactionary appeaser forced 
the country are trying to have us de. In their desperation 
to serve Hitler and Hitleriam, they are going all-out to divide 
' It ‘decomes of prime importance in this national crisis 
for ell thinking Americans, particularly Negro people and 
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“If a rict breaks out here in New York,” declared Coun- 
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Spanish-Negro Celebration 
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Non-Existent in Brazil 


Emancipation 


By BAROLD PREECE 
@PV Special Correspondent) 
RAZIL; BSD MOT FREE her slaves until 1888—23 years 
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1, The IWA te 2 labor fraternal society 
2. With on all-out amti-feeciet pragrem 
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7. Membership open te All ae discriminstion 
- 8. Piencers in the fight for social security 


4. Fun by workers clected by the members 
6. 1700 TWO ledges fight fer labor's sights 


B. Organized worker: like yourself 


"§. Low exet votes to fit workers’ budgets 
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Enclosed are two photostatic copies of a letter addressed to ‘ 
the Honorable members of the City Council, City Hall, New York, dated Wily , . 
3, 1943, concerning Reverend ADAM CLAYTON POWELL JR., City — signed 7 
“| Former Associate of POWELL.©  .. 


 * +e = ig , - - ‘ - ° \ 


The above-mentioned letter was furnished this office under post 
date of July 6, 1943 at New York, addressed to Mr. EDAARD E. CONROY and marked 
Personal. It is not known whether the same was furnished by the writer of 
the above letter or by same member of the City Council. The original is 
being placed in the New York file TSS, cuisine am Cae 


being placed in Wew York Pile 9100-42735, enti 'S YOICE (NEGRO 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER); INTERNAL SECURITY - C. POWELL is editor of this Negro 
weekly newspaper. Discreet inquiries have been made without results in an 
effort to ascertain the author of this letter. Wo further investigation is 


SOGRS, CERRENTES Satne CRS Sane ONS Tks 0 Wnatg SUFEESNES Ye fie Surese 
for whatever values it my have. 


Mr. Edward E. Conroy 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
',5. “ourt nouse 

Foley Square 

City 
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COPE TINDER 72" Try 
wae ave iDEN atiua LE: s a a } 


Or THe CIOY COUNCIL / 


July 3s 1943 


75 the Honoradle Members of the 
City Council] — 
City Hall 

New York, N. Y.- 


Gentlecen: 


Qne of your members, Adam C. Powell, 18 demaniing a Council investigation of 
individuals and groups said to be stirring up racial feeling in New York City. 


Powell is a notorious demagogue. You ought to know thst by now. Most of u3 
here in Harlem have known it for years. He doesn't give a hoot in hell for colored 
people. He's thinking only of himself, of his political future. He would like noth- 
ing better than to provoke trouble between the two races in New York City. He wouldn't 
care how many of our skulls were cracked, how many bomes and stores were plundered, 
if out of any such outbreak of violence he could emerge a3 our S8elf-proclaimed leader 


If Powell were on the level, he'd ask you to set up a committees to investigaté 


his own activities. He's doing more than ea dozen Ku Klux Klans to provoke race riots; 
in New York. 


If you don't believe this, read his Communist-controlled weekly, The People's 
Voice. This radical paper is kept going with Commnist funds. For a tims Powell and 
his benchmen wigorously denied this. Now no one mikes any effort to conceal it. The 
paper is daringly printed in the Communist plant of Tbe Deily Worker. 


f 
This paper 13 the brain ohild of Dr. Max Yeigan, ap avowed Communist, who two 
years 8go Was ousted from the faculty of City College for his Communist teachings. 
At first Yergan remained in the background of The People's Voice. Now he sees no 
reason to hide his connection. He is boldly listed on the paper's masthead as 


treasurer, and no issue of the paper goes to press until be and Powell approve the 
treatment and béndling of every story. 


General manager is a Cammunist imorted from Chicago last January; when The 
People's Voice seemed headed for the financial rook3. Her nam is Thy >A dwards, an 


8he'S On the job every day to see that the Communist Party's policies are propa ly 
reflected in the paper. 


Rounding out the paper's executive comittese with Powell, Yergan and Miss 
Edwerds i8 Charles Buchanan, manager of the notorious Savoy Ballroom which was close 
recently by the police op the oomplsint of the Arm and Navy thet hundreds of s8oldie 
ani sailors oontracted venereal diseases from prostitutes they picked up in the Savo 
Buchanan 18 merely a stooge for the redical Powell, Yergsan ant the Bdwards woman. Hé 
put up 80me of the monsy with which the paper was started, end be is continued as oné 
Of the oxecutives because he's perfectly harmle3s and because he's good window dress 


ang. He 48 Bupposed to be close to the masses in Hsrlem becsuse of his Savoy oon- 


nection. /¢ — — 


———— 


Frox the beginning The People's Voice, under Powell's edi torshib, & 5 bought 
tO convinoe us that white people are our natural snecies. The police are pictured 8 


JUL @ 7 1343 
NY.C 


OS3acKS; 63 grafting drunks. That goes for Necro cops, 
musgéer 6 bit roughly, they are accused of assuulting a 
coiored man. 


too. If they handle a Harlem 
roor, innooent, law-abiding 
Business men are pictured as grasping Shylock3. Landlards are accused 


of exploiting Negro tenants. Public officials are portrayed a8 U. S. agents of 
Hitler. 


Evory effart 15 made to make us discontented. Every effort is made to per- 
‘3 us to take matters into our own hands. The paper openly urge3 us to commit 


tresson aguinst the United States because we are discriminated against in the Arn, 
the Navy and in war plants. 


A ji 


Don't take my ward for this. Just read this summary of Powoell-inspired 
StoOrivs printed in recent issucs of his People's Voice:- 


June 26 (page one) - Superimposed on a mp of the United States showing 
cities in which Powell olaims there have been racial uprisings in recent weeks is the 
word RIOTS in four-inch flaming red type. New York is listed with Detroit, Los 
An-6l63, Beaumont, Tex-, Newark, Chester, Pa., and Several Souther oities as places 
where race riots have been Staged recently. Could this be an invitation to Powell's 
followers to start something here? Or oould Powell have just been hoping that by the 
time his paper came out the recent trouble in Detroit would have Spread here? 


Do you know of any recent incident inwolving Negroes in New York that would 
justify Powell in listing this olty as the scene of racial disturbances? 


In the sams 183u6 On page two is a three-column headlines, "Suicide, Cops 
Glain, But Was It"? The story olaims that the paper is checking what it oalls a 


"hush hush*® of a recent police station suicide of a colored man arrested for robbery. 
But it 18 nothing more than a subtle attempt to makes it appear that the robber, a 


convict on parole, had been murdered by the police of the West l23rd Street station. 


What a fine idea to plant into the minds of Powell's hot-headed followers at 
ae critical time like this! 


yune 19 (page one) - "Tension High at Cam Stewart. Soldier's Wife Beaten 
by M. P.® says a headline splashed all over the front page. Nowhere in the story is 
the nams of tbe colored woman given, which makes it sound like a manufactured yarn. 
What responsible new3paper would feature a story like this without naming the victim’ 


On page three of thy same issue Powell is quoted as having demanded the in- 
peachownt of Mayor LaGuerdis at a wild rally in Msdi3on Square Garden June 7 attended 
by’ *20,000 persons." The Meyor incurred Powell's wreath becuuse be gave his approval 


to Stuyvesant Town, post-war houSing project of the Metropolitan Insurance Co. which 
wilt Car Negro tenants. 


Only an inzrate an? a professional troutlerukser would attexpt to turn New 
York'S Negroes agsinst Mayor LaGuardis after all the Mayor has done for our people- 


Juns 12 (r876 one) = ®K K K Rides Again in Now York, -sark and Detroit® 
proclulms a bright red Scere heading on the front pags. Reed the story and you find 
thet tho only bu3i3s for the claim thut the Klan 18 ective in Nu® York is the Metro- 
politan's decision to exclude us from Stuyvesant Tows. We're not permitted in Park- 


chuster eitber. Nor ere we allowed to live in the Waljorf Towers. But thet doesn't 
Man the Klan rules New York. 
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It {8s a tribute to the good sense of Harlem's Negro masses thst they did not 


run riot, a5 Powel] undoubtedly hoped they would, when be waved the despised K K K 
flag in their faces. 


Qn page five of this jesue, in a signed editorial, Powe... openly calls the 
Miyor ea *"traitor® and lists him with a numer of other public officials accused of 
teing *"B8ubdversive.® 


May 15 (page three) - "Harlem Woran Beaten, Attucked by 3 Men in Lend St. 
Hotel® runs’ a three-ocolumn head. The victim, a oolored maid in the Holland Hotel, 
wes said to have been treated for har injuries at Roosevelt Hospital. The story mex- 
tioned no police action; not even a routine investigation. Not a iine about the 
assault appeared in any Subsequent issue of the paper. Anyone who knows Powel] must 
be cortain that be would never allow an is3ue like this to peter out if it were true- 
It is a fair conclusion, therefore, that the yarn was inspired by Powell's fanatical 
Gesire to arouse uS against the "lily-white® police. 


May 22 (page ons) - A drilliant scarlet heading occupying the wole of the 
front page announces *369th to Leave Georgia Hell-Hole.* When you stop to consider 
that the 369th Regiment is our own National Guard outfit, you can readi ly understand 


Powell's motive in playing up this story. He wanted to make us hopping mad that our 
home-town boys had been kicked around in the deep South. But there was nothing in 


the story printed op page three to justify the characterization of "hell-hole® for 


the 369+h's Cam Stewart base. Some of the soldiers, the story ran, had written bax 
complaining about tho "unspeakable conmditions® at the camp, dut not a word in the 


story about what the "unS3peakable conditions" were. Maybe some of our former zoot 
Buiters objected to K. P. 


May 8 (page one) - "People's Voice Bposes Vice and Filth in Downtown Dance 


_Halls*® Screams a front-page heading in bright red type ranging fram one inch to thre 


inches. 


The expose, appearing on page three, was provoked by the closing of the Savoy 
Ballroom, Operated by Powell's newspaper partner, Charles Buchanan. The closing of 
the Savoy was ordered by the police, with the approval of the courts, when it was 
proved that the ballroom was the headquarters of a gung of Harlem prostitutes. For 


years most of the respectable people of Harlem have known this. Powell was aware of 
it, too. 


The article on the downtown dance halls, a3 degenerate and disgusting as any- 
thing that haS ever appeared in print, charged openly that sex perversion is preva- 
lent on the floor of midtown dance halls. 


In a Signed editorial on page 16 of the same issue, Powel) cluimed that the 
sevoy closing "reeks with corruption®. He added that "there is hardly a plece of 


&T4s6ment ip Harlem thet does not mest with an atteamt at a police shske-down 
regularly.® 


Back of the shutting down of the ballroom, he charg.3, wis an attempt om the 
part of the polio to prevent Negroes ani whites fron freterci. :ne in public. He 
insisted that no one was going to "stop the mixing of ruces in uw York.* He urged 
6very Harlem jitterbug and Savoy follower to 8torm downtown dance halls, and he 
Offered to put on his *zoot" suit and "leeai the parade.®* 


What if thou8Sinds of foolish Harls= dancers, bent on showilnog their disap- 
proval of the Sevoy olo3sing, had attemtei to pack mi2town dunce halls! Mid-Manhatten 
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-4f vou disagreed with bir. If you jected to his line of guest joning, he 'd tear 


* 4.3 Certuiniy haves beub turped into @ recial battleground, tat thet would hardly 


Sisturted Fowell. That'3S wo:t hu want3. 
Miarch 27 (page ons) - "NN. Y. Caty Deialie3s Sresr Kerisn us Crime Center® 


sisi 8 flacing bead crowling everything else off thy front page- 


The story railed et the metropolitan press for taking cognizance of the 
Outtresk of musing in Harlem Streets. It wus obviously an attenpt to discredit 
New York'3 daily newSpaper3 and the police, and to convince Harlex's mi3363 that the 
ne®¥3S paper3 and the authorities ere arrayed against then. 


Now, I know hunireds of decent Harlem people who are in dread fear of being 
mgzed when they go out at night. They want New York's newspapers to expose crime 
conditions here. They want more policemen here. They want to improve conditions in 
Hsrlom .--. and they know the best way to do it is through publicity. 


In the same issue in a five-column box Spread across the bottom of pags one 
the follozing appeared: 


"It 13 reported from a usually reliable source that many of the police in 
Harlem's increased force are working without pay for the extra time spent in Hsarles's 
street3. This condition i8 Startlingly reminiscent of Southern vigilantism. Vigi- 
lantes were used through the South in an inspired program of race terroriam and 
intimidation.® 


Could any invitetion be clearer for Harlem hoodlums to rise up in arms 
against the police who were pictured by Powell as being willing to spend their time 
off in Harlem for the sheer joy of beating us up? 


March 20 (page one) - "Subway Police ‘Mug' Young Harlem School Girl, 15°* 
proclaimed a five-column besadline on the front page. Powsll Saqrvuam3s to high heaven 
when the New York dailies use the word “*mg* in describing the tactics em loyed by 
Negro hoodlums, but he dovsn't hesitate to emloy it in his own paper, if he feels 
thet be can put the police in a bad light. 


A careful reading of the story shows thst se special patrolman in the 
Independent Subway bad sought to curb a rowdy high school girl who was cutting up 
On a crowded BudWay platform. When she resisted, be pushed her into the ladies’ 
westroap until the disturbance blew over. That's whut Powell oslls "mgging® when 
be tries to build up 8ymputhy for the victin. 


I could go on indefinitely citing stories from Powsli's paper to show that 
bis 8Ole purpose i3 to arouse our people against whites an! ;+rousde us to take 
matters dnto our own hands. But frac the evidence I buve elrosly given you, you 
Ought to be convinced. 


Certainly Powell wants an investigstion of alleged attemts to create 
rucial disturtsances in New York City. Such an investigation would give this reck- 
les3, reoe-conscious denugogue ap Opportunity to wyloit us across page ons of eve 
defly news sarer. No ore would be spered his acid tongue. Decert people of both 
races would be bailed before him for questioning at public bearings. It would be s 
Rocan holiiay for New York's No. 1 bigot. Not even you Counciloen would be spéred 
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There are po racial disorders in New York City except 2 bette: eri 
aud distortej mind. But if you give him an opportunity +9 aah wie, ue a? + oie 
before 4 Council investigsting committee and subject sae to his avuie, you I 
VOke racial attack3 ag’ Sure as there's an election next |ovember. 


If you memers of the Council have the interest3 of the Negro ier ere 
you'll toss the Hart resolution into the wastebasket where it belongs, an 
voters of Hsarlexz return Powell to his deSecrated pulpit cext Fall. 


Yours very truly, 


A FORMEE ASSOCIATE OF POWELL 
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